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The question whether the provision in a statute are directory or imperative has frequently
arisen in this country, but it has been said that no general rule can be laid down and that in
every case the object of the statute must be looked at. When the provisions of a statute relate
) the performance of a public duty and the case is such that to hold null and void acts done
in respect of this duty would work serious general inconvenience or injustice to persons who
have no control over those entrusted with the duty, and at the same time would not promote
the main object of the legislature, it has been the practice to hold such provisions to be

::"“017 only, the neglect of them, though punishable, not affecting the validity of acts
ne.
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