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Plato lamented the destruction of soils and forests in ancient Greece. Dickens and Engels wrote
eloquently of the wretched conditions spawned by the 'Industrial Revolution'. Whenever we
encounter the term 'pollution' now, we mean environmental pollution, though the dictionary
describes Pollution as "the act of making something foul, unclean, dirty, impure, contaminated,
defiled, tainted, desecrated....". Environmental pollution may be described as the unfavourable
alteration of our surroundings. It takes place through changes in energy, radiation levels, chemical
and physical constitutions and abundance of organisms. It includes release of materials into
atmosphere which make the air unsuitable for breathing, harm the quality of water and soil and
damage the health of human beings, plants and animals.
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